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Dear Student, 

-

On behalf of our staff, we look forward to welcoming you 

to St. Petersburg and to our school.

Sincerely,  Alexander Mokhov

 Director

 Derzhavin Institute

Standards and Accreditation

 

We founded the school in 2003 with the participation of the 
All-Russia Pushkin Museum, the largest literary museum of 
Russia. Close collaboration with the museum, along with the 
care and attention given to our students by our qualified and 
experienced teaching staff, contribute to Derzhavin Institute's 
friendly and creative atmosphere for learning Russian language 
and understanding Russian culture.

We are officially recognized by the Russian Association of 
Teachers for Russian Language and Literature (ROPRYAL), 
which aims to disseminate Russian language abroad through 
seminars and conferences organized in different European    
universities. Our quality of teaching and Russian language 
programmes are accredited by the Ministry of Education of the 
Russian Federation. In 2008, we were accredited by the 
Swedish organization CSN and in 2009 we received accredita-
tion from the German organization Bildungsurlaub. In 2014 we 
got an EAQUALS accreditation.

Russian Association of Teachers 
of Russian Language and Literature

.............13
Russian through 
Films 

We are delighted you are interested in our school and 
hope that this booklet will provide you with all the information 
you need to make the right choice.



ussian has always been one of the most widely spoken 

languages in the world, and according to recent 

research, with more than 500 million Russian-language speak-

ers, it is the world’s third most commonly spoken language 

after Chinese (more than 1 billion speakers) and English (750 

million). It is one of the official or working languages in many 

international organizations (e.g. UN, UNESCO, IAEA, WHO).

 

The number of specialized Russian classes and Russian schools 

is constantly increasing in Europe. More and more students 

are studying Russian as their second foreign language. More 

and more economists, managers, lawyers, people involved in 

the arts, and those who take part in different international 

projects and have international contacts are interested in 

Russian culture and language. 
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RUSSIAN
LANGUAGE
AROUND THE WORLD



After my stay in Saint Petersburg and 
lessons at Derzhavin my skills improved 
a lot! Everything was perfect: the 
teachers are highly skilled; plenty of 
cultural activities are organized; and the 
welcoming management for students is 
unforgettable. Whatever the reason for 
learning Russian might be, Derzhavin is 
the place to be.
            Alberto Galantina, Italy
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WHY CHOOSE DERZHAVIN INSTITUTE

Derzhavin Institute is located in 
the historic city center in two 
premises – General Study Center 
ad Executive Center. Both prem-
ises are located in beautiful build-
ings of the 18th and the 19th 
centuries, they are about 10 
minutes walking from the metro 
station Technologicheskij Institute 
and 10 minutes from each other.
We are about a 30-minute walk 
from the very centre of the city – 
Nevsky Prospect with the city’s 
most attractive sights, hundreds 
of cafés, restaurants and fashion 
boutiques.  

The students at Derzhavin 
Institute range from their teens to 
70s and come from around the 
world. They include undergradu-
ate and graduate students who 
study Russian language at institu-
tions in their home countries, 
business people, expatriates, and 
others who simply love Russian 
language and culture.
Derzhavin Institute welcomes 
students of different cultural back-
grounds, thereby creating a 
vibrant and multicultural atmo-
sphere. For over five years, we 
have accepted students from 
more than 15 countries, including 
European countries, Japan and 
the USA. 

• courses start every Monday throughout the year
• small groups with a maximum of 8 students (10 students during the high season)
• minimum stay of one week
• 10 carefully formulated levels from beginner up to proficiency
• professional academic staff
• clear course syllabi
• approximately 15 language courses offered
• free Internet access, Wi-Fi, complimentary tea and coffee
• a regular variety of interesting cultural activities

Location Diversity
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Academic Sta� Quality Instruction 

Our academic staff is a team of highly 
motivated teachers, university graduates 
who hold professional Russian language 
teaching credentials. They have gained a 
wealth of experience teaching Russian as 
a foreign language in Russian universities 
as well as abroad. In addition to their 
qualifications, they have been recruited 
for their enthusiasm, commitment and 
dedication. With their openness, under-
standing and willingness to communicate 
with students outside the classroom, our 
teachers act as immediate catalysts, 
encouraging students to speak Russian in 
no time. Our students’ feedback consis-
tently attests to our excellent academic 
standards and services.
Friendly and accessible, our tutors and 
instructors appreciate the needs of 
students and take an active role in plan-
ning Russian language courses and special 
programmes. Most of our teachers are 
involved in writing teaching materials. 
Although Russian is the only language 
spoken in the classroom, most of the 
teachers and staff speak several 
languages. Thus, in case any difficulties in 
communication arise, they will gladly help 
students to understand 
The friendly administrative staff also 
consists of professional teachers.

The main objective of each programme is 
to enable students to realize their full 
language potential by creating a challeng-
ing and engaging classroom environment. 
Lessons are held in dynamic, innovative 
classes with a maximum of 8 students per 
group (maximum of 10 students per class 
during the high season May-September; 
however, average class size is 6 
students). This ensures that each student 
receives individual attention befitting 
his/her unique needs. We use the most 
up-to-date textbooks, published materials 
and texts of contemporary interest. 
Emphasis is placed on the communicative 
approach and studying practical Russian.
We take a flexible approach to teaching 
and carefully structure our courses to help 
students make quick progress. Whether 
you want to improve your fluency, widen 
your vocabulary, brush up on your gram-
mar or enhance your listening skills, while 
studying with us, you are sure to achieve 
your learning objectives.
The students are divided into groups 
according to their level of Russian 
language proficiency. Our 10 carefully 
formulated language levels (in accordance 
with The European Framework of Refer-
ence from A1 to C2) facilitate accurate 
placement into groups. Please read the 
description on the next page in order to 
evaluate your current level and calculate 
how long you should expect to study 
Russian at Derzhavin in order to achieve 
your desired level.
On the first day of classes, all students 
(except complete beginners) take oral 
and written placement tests in order to 
determine their proper group placement.
 

‘Our teacher gave us a lot of individual
attention. She had a great knack for explaining
connections and important facts that pertained 
to cultural material, like Russian films.’
                        Ijna Dolennzhal, Austria

‘I had a good experience at Derzhavin, mostly
thanks to my excellent teacher. She was very
willing to further my educational needs,
whether the topic was cultural or directly
related to the Russian language.’
  Eric Ventura, USA

TEACHING STANDARDS
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LEVELS 

Common European Framework of References for Russian Language Our
Levels

US
Levels Hours* Exam
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C1 ad
va

nc
ed
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TORFL

-3

Vantage
B2

B2.2 160 TORFL

-2

B2.1 160

Threshold
B1

B1.2 160
TORFL

-1

B1.1 160

Waystage
A2

A2.2 80 TBL

A2.1 80

Breakthrough
A1

A1.2 80 TEL

A1.1 80

Test for
Pro�ciency

Level

Test for
the Third

Certi�cate
Level

Test for
the Second
Certi�cate

Level

Test for
the First

Certi�cate
Level

Test for
the Basic

Level

Test for
the

Elementary
Level

Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very 
basic phrases in order to satisfy needs of a concrete type. Can 
introduce him/herself and others and can ask and answer ques-
tions about personal details. Can interact in a simple way 
provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is 
prepared to help.

Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions 
related to areas of most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic 
personal and family information, shopping, local geography, 
employment). Can communicate in order to fulfill simple and 
routine tasks requiring a simple and direct exchange of informa-
tion on familiar and routine matters.

* Please bear in mind that the number of hours for each level is recommended and may change depending 
on personal learning styles and personal language practice outside the school. 

Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read.    
Can summarize information from different spoken and written 
sources, reconstructing arguments and accounts in a coher-    
ent presentation. Can express him/herself spontaneously, 
very fluently and precisely, differentiating finer shades of 
meaning  even in more complex situations.  

Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and 
recognize implicit meaning. Can express him/herself fluently 
and spontaneously without much obvious searching for expres-
sions. Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, 
academical and professional purposes. Can produce clear, 
well-structured, detailed text on complex subjects, showing 
controlled use of organizational patterns, connectors and cohe-
sive devices.    

Can understand the main ideas of the complex text on both 
concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions in 
his/her field of specialization. Can interact with a degree of 
fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with 
native speakers quite possible without strain for either party. 
Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects 
and explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages 
and disadvantages of various options.       

Can understand the main points of clear standard input on famil-
iar matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. 
Can deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling in an 
area where the language is spoken. Can produce connected 
text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest. Can 
describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes and ambitions 
and briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and   
plans.   

• courses start every Monday throughout the year
• small groups with a maximum of 8 students (10 students during the high season)
• minimum stay of one week
• 10 carefully formulated levels from beginner up to proficiency
• professional academic staff
• clear course syllabi
• approximately 15 language courses offered
• free Internet access, Wi-Fi, complimentary tea and coffee
• a regular variety of interesting cultural activities
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FACILITIES

 

 

  

 

Classrooms and premises

The school is located in two different premises that offer a lot in terms of space, 
comfort and facilities for students and staff alike. Both are located about 10 minutes 
walking from the metro station Technologicheskij Institute. 

The General Study Center is on Troitskij 6. Located in a historic red-brick building 
this Center houses Standard and Intensive group course and administration. 
• 13 comfortable fully equipped classrooms, 
• specious common area with coffee and snacks, 
• self-study room with a library and free internet access for students.
The Executive Center is on Fontanka 118. This is an extremely beautiful and cozy 
18th century mention that belonged to a famous Russian poet – Gavrila Derzhavin. 
This center welcomes closed groups, special programmes and individual classes. 
• 5 specious classrooms decorated in a luxury style
• common area with free tea and coffee
• self study room with free internet access

Although our classrooms are located in a historical buildings, they are well-
equipped with modern televisions, DVD/VCR players, and CD players. Some 
rooms also have computers linked to projectors. Our teachers make full use of 
these resources to make the lessons varied, interesting and stimulating. There is a 
sofa area where students at Derzhavin Institute can enjoy complimentary tea and 
coffee whilst chatting in Russian in a relaxed atmosphere with fellow students and 
teachers.

Internet and Wi-Fi
The self-study area is equipped with computers providing free Internet access. 
There is also free Wi-Fi access in the school building. Students who do not bring 
their laptops or netbooks may use one of the school laptops. In case there is no 
internet connection at your family accommodation or shared flat, students can rent 
a portable internet modem.

Self Study Area

The self-study area has a small library with a wide range of study materials, litera-
ture, TV and video facilities. There is a wide selection of reading materials (both 
abridged and unabridged literature) and DVDs that the students are welcome to 
borrow. Study materials in grammar and vocabulary are available for copying in the 
school office as well as the latest issues of newspapers and magazines (both in 
Russian and English). The self-study center is available for students from 1:00 pm to 
6:00 pm.

COURSEBOOK
     e are proud to announce that Derzhavin Institute is now using its own coursebooks
       named «Êëàññ!» for A1 and A2 levels of general Russian classes. Aimed at a wide range 
of adult students, this book is a perfect example of a modern and colorful textbook for adult 
students. It includes grammar, vocabulary and conversation activities as well as audio and 
video supplements to practice listening and pronunciation.

Key features: 

• Colorful and motivating design
• Engaging content
• Practical everyday topics
• Focus on communication tasks
• Vocabulary lists for each unit, and audio transcripts
• Classroom audio is available online 
   (www.derzhavin.com/en/pages/746/) or in CD format upon request
• Additional self-study material available online     
   www.derzhavin.com/en/pages/746/)
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COURSES
 

 
 
  

 Exam Preparatory Course

Standard Course

The Standard Course focuses on integrating all the skills of speaking, listening, 
reading and writing. The emphasis is on communication skills, increasing students’ 
vocabulary, improving fluency and boosting confidence in speaking Russian.
Teachers make use of the course book, but also supplement lessons with authentic 
audio and video materials, texts and articles from newspapers and magazines. 

Intensive Course

Long-Stay Programmes

This is the Standard Course of 20 hours per week plus 2 additional group 
lessons every afternoon. 
During the extra lessons, students have extra practice of the vocabulary and 
grammar that was discussed at the Standard course. Six different levels of the 
Intensive Course are offered.
The Intensive Course caters to those who wish to further develop their 
language skills and use them in speech with maximum fluency and accuracy. 
As the afternoon intensive groups are usually smaller (about 4 students per 
class) teachers have more chances to focus on student’s personal needs and 
objectives.

For those students who wish to stay in Russia for an extended period of time 
and master the language through immersion into Russian culture and contempo-
rary life, we offer long-stay programmes. It is the General Group Course, but 
due to its duration, the tuition fee is much lower. Students are free to choose 
either the Standard or Intensive programme with 20 or 30 lessons per week 
correspondingly.

Students can provide proof of their acquired level of proficiency by taking 
the TORFL (Test of Russian as a Foreign Language), the standard national 
test of Russian as a foreign language, certified by the Ministry of Education 
of the Russian Federation. The test is required for university entry and in 
certain professional realms.
It is possible to take a TORFL test either in Derzhavin Institute or in the 
Testing center of State University. In case students want to take a test in 
our school it is compulsory to take an Exam Preparatory course.
This course is a combination of the Standard group course and 10 mini-
group lessons per week that are specifically designed to cover the struc-
ture of the exam, test-taking conditions, most confusing and problematic 
points in Russian grammar, vocabulary, listening comprehension, and 
writing strategies, etc. Please see the Levels Scheme on the previous page 
for the exam-level correspondence and expected course length.
If school exam dates or exam-preparatory course length is not suitable for 
a student,  we offer taking individual exam-preparatory classes  either 
full-time or as a supplement to a group course and then taking an exam in 
the State University. 

With 4 lessons a day, students have plenty of time for self-study, additional after-
noon mini-group courses, extra individual lessons or social activities and excur-
sions.

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 1 week
Levels available: A1 – C2
Timetable: Mon – Fri, 
9.30 a.m. – 12.45 p.m.,
20 lessons a week
Course starts every Monday
throughout the year
Absolute beginners start
the �rst Monday of each
month throughout the year
Each lesson is 45 minutes

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 1 week
Levels available: A1 – C2
Timetable: Mon – Fri,
9:30 a.m. - 3:15 p.m., 
30 lessons a week
Course starts every Monday
throughout the year
Absolute beginners start
the �rst Monday of each month
throughout the year
Each lesson is 45 minutes
Exam dates: 4th week of the month

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 9 weeks
Levels available: A1 – C2
Timetable: Mon – Fri, 
9.30 a.m. – 12.45 p.m.,
or 3.15 p.m.,
20 or 30 lessons a week
Course starts every Monday
throughout the year
Absolute beginners start
the �rst Monday of each month
throughout the year
Each lesson is 45 minutes

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 4 weeks
Levels available: A1 – C2
Timetable: Mon. - Fri.,
9:30 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.
(Standard group lessons),
1.45 p.m. – 3.15 p.m.
(Exam preparatory lessons)
Course starts every �rst
Monday of the month
Exam dates: 4th week of the month
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CLOSED GROUP AND
TAILOR-MADE COURSES 

I

 

 

We understand   that business language is one of the most challenging areas and  requires 
special attention. The Business course is offered  in a combination of the Standard  group 
course in the morning and  the Business group course in the afternoon. The second  part 
is focused  on gaining confidence in business communication in meetings and  discussions, 
negotiations and  presentations,  telephone conversations,  and  business writing.
For those businessmen who have very specific requirements and   needs in terms of their 
schedule as well as the content and  aims of the course (e.g. Russian language for 
commerce,  finance,  management,  tourism) we can offer one-to-one business course.

We would be pleased  to adapt any of the programmes to suit your 
requirements and   needs by adding some social activities and   classes. 
Also, we would be happy to create a programme according to your 
suggestions consisting of specialized classes on any topic, out-of-class 
activities and  excursions. Contact us at lingv@derzhavin.com and  we will 
do our upmost to fulfill all your requests.

Individual course

Business Russian 

•  Easter Programme
•  Christmas Programme
•  Russian for Mature Students
•  Russian for Law Students

This course is designed to suit the particular needs and requirements of an 
individual student. Each student decides his/her own course schedule, 
content, and number of lessons per week. One-on-one training can follow 
the Standard Course programme or focus on any topic or aspect specified 
by the student and can be taken either full-time or as a supplement to a 
group course.
Upon signing up for the course, students are requested to give the book-
ing office as many details as possible about their specific educational 
needs. We can then design the course and provide the student with a 
personalized course syllabus.

    n addition to the regular open-group language programmes and 
language courses listed  above,  we offer a wide range of closed-group 
and tailor-made programmes. Here are just a few examples of the 
programmes:

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 1 week
Levels available: A1 – C2
Timetable: upon request 10 – 30
lessons a week
Course starts upon request
for all levels
Each lesson is 45 minutes

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 1 week
Levels available: A2 – C2
Timetable: Mon – Fri,
every Monday
9:30 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.
(Standard group lessons),
1:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
(Business group lessons )
Course starts every Monday
throughout the year
Each lesson is 45 minutes

Minimum admission age: 16 *
Minimum course duration: 1 week
Levels available: A1 – C2
Minimum group size: : 6 students
Timetable: upon request
Course starts every Monday
throughout the year

*students who are 16-17 years old 
are only accepted within closed 
groups travelling with a group 
leader or relatives.



•IT
•law and  insurance
•logistics and  export
•human resources
•engineering
•finance and  auditing
•education
•marketing and  branding
•design
•international communication
•medicine
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WORK AND STUDY
            PROGRAMME
We are always looking for tal-

ented young people to help 
us in our marketing development. 
We offer the chance to gain prac -
tical work experience in the friendly 
environment of our school

Requirements
Minimum admission age: 20

Academic background and 
qualifications are important, but 
we particularly value applicants 
with enthusiasm, and the ability 
to work independently with lit-
tle supervision.

We are particularly interested 
in candidates from European 
countries, USA, Canada, Brazil.

Knowledge of Russian at a mini-
mum A 2.2. level

Knowledge of Internet technol -
ogies and marketing is an ad-
vantage

Typical duties

Suggested Positions: 

Conditions

-

Interns are asked to carry out some or all of the following tasks (4-hour 
working day, Mon – Fri):
•Administrative work and/or reception duties
•Translation of web pages into their native language
•Organizing conversation clubs for Russian students learning foreign       
  languages
•Assisting with the Institute's cultural programme

•school administrator
•short video director and  photographer
•layout (graphic) designer

These internships are unpaid,  but in exchange for working for the Institute, 
interns received free Russian classes (Standard Course – 20 hours per 
week),  full use of school facilities, and  the opportunity to participate in the 
social programme. Accommodation,  visa support fee, and  postal expenses 
must be paid  in full by the student.
The minimum period  for an internship is 8 weeks,  maximum - 12 weeks. The 
programme is available from May till September only.

INTERNSHIP

Possible professional areas Programme beni�ts 
•Improve your professional skills
•Acquire personal and  professional international experience
•Learn a foreign language immersing into the language environment
•Get to know other people,  their culture and   life

The programme components 
•Students have to take minimum 4 weeks of the Standard  Group course 
(different course types and   length of the course is possible).
•You can reserve up to 8 weeks of the Internship (full-time or part-time 
upon request). 

Important 
Minimum required  age: 20
Accommodation,  registration fee,  transfers are extra charged

         erzhavin Institute is providing the Internship programme in cooperation with
         ProfIntern.
Our goal is to help you realize your language and professional potential by 
combining academic studies with life experience. 
No matter what level of the Russian language you have and  what your profes-
sional interests are,  we will be able to find  a suitable internship position for you.

D

•

•

•

•

•
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Russian Folklore
We offer a unique opportunity to have a deeper insight into Russian culture 
and Russian traditions. You will be able to read folk stories and fairytales, 
analyzing the deep symbolic meaning of the characters, comparing the men-
tality of those days with the modern way of life in Russia. 

 

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 1 week
Levels available: A 2.2. – C 1
Timetable: Mon – Fri, 
1.45 p.m. – 3.15 p.m.
(10 lessons per week)
Each lesson is 45 minutes
Number of students per class: 2-5

The Golden age of Russian literature 

Russian literature of the 20th century - Silver age

This course is aimed at University students who specialize in Russian 
culture and literature and people who love Russian literature and who 
have been dreaming of reading the great Russian writers in original. 
This course will allow students to gain an in-depth understanding of the 
foremost problems and ideas that the writers were contemplating. 
With the guidance of our experienced teachers, students will discuss 
and analyze features of the authors' styles (Pushkin, Lermontov, Dosto-
evskij, Chekhov, Gogol). 

In the beginning of each week students in class together choose 2 
topics of common interest for discussion for the present week.

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 1 week
Levels available: A 2.2. – C 1
Timetable: Mon – Fri, 
1.45 p.m. – 3.15 p.m.
(10 lessons per week)
Each lesson is 45 minutes
Number of students per class: 2-5

The course is for those interested in art, literature and history and who wish 
to gain a deeper understanding of this enigmatic period in Russian and Euro-
pean history.
The course emphasizes specific trends in art and literature such as modern-
ism and the avant-garde. By analyzing different literary and artistic styles, 
you will gain a greater understanding of Russian way of life on the eve of 
great changes
(Alexander Block, Vladimir Mayakovskij, Anna Akhmatova, Bulgakov 
“Master and Margarita”, Marina Tsvetaeva ) 

In the beginning of each week students in class together choose 2 topics of 
common interest for discussion for the present week.

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 1 week
Levels available: A 2.2. – C 1
Timetable: Mon – Fri, 
1.45 p.m. – 3.15 p.m.
(10 lessons per week)
Each lesson is 45 minutes
Number of students per class: 2-5

12

MINI-GROUP
   AFTERNOON BLOCKS 
These mini-group blocks could be taken in addition to the Standard group 
course only. Most courses are taught on the base of the books written by our 
teachers.



Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 1 week
Levels available: A 2.2. – C 1
Timetable: Mon – Fri, 
1.45 p.m. – 3.15 p.m.
(10 lessons per week)
Each lesson is 45 minutes
Number of students per class: 2-5

13

Russian for  Tourism industry
This course is geared towards the needs of wide range of professionals 
involved in the tourism industry (receptionists, front-desk personnel, 
shop assistances, hotel managers, etc).
Russians are more and more interested in the main European tourists’ 
destinations. And since an average Russian tourist doesn’t have a great 
command of foreign languages, it’s getting really important to those 
who work in the travel industry to be able to communicate in Russian.
The course covers the most frequent situations in a hotel and summer 
and winter resorts. Based on the authentic materials and rich in real 
every-day conversations this course will help you become more efficient 
in your job.

 

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 2 weeks
Levels available: A 2.2. – C 1
Timetable: Mon – Fri, 
1.45 p.m. – 3.15 p.m.
(10 lessons per week)
Each lesson is 45 minutes
Number of students per class: 2-5

Russian  through �lms 
This course gives a chance to learn Russian grammar and 
vocabulary in a relaxing and interactive way watching soviet and 
modern Russian movies and cartoons. The selection of the films 
offered for this programme gives the chance to look through the 
different stages of the Russian history: post-revolution period 
and forming of the new Soviet State, the period of the Second 
World War, soviet romantic period, and contemporary trends.

The course is aimed at the students of high level who are inter-
ested in the contemporary life of Russia. You will be able to get 
acquainted with the most popular Russian magazines and newspa-
pers that are the best source of reading texts. With the guidance 
of our teachers you will learn how to understand authentic texts, 
improve your reading skills and extend your vocabulary 
immensely. 

This course is designed for those students who would like “to penetrate 
into a Russian soul”, who are convinced that it is not possible to master 
the language without a deep understanding of the culture and mentality 
of people living there. This is an inspiring course that would guide 
students through Russian history, heritage sights all other Russia, tradi-
tions and modern way of life.

Discover Russia

Newspapers

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 1 week 
Levels available: B 1.2  – C2                                                                               
Timetable: Mon. - Fri., 
1.45 p.m. – 3.15 p.m. 
(10 lessons per week)
Each lesson is 45 minutes
Number of students per class: 2-5

Minimum admission age: 18
Minimum course duration: 1 week 
Levels available: B 2.1  – C2                                                                               
Timetable: Mon. - Fri., 
1.45 p.m. – 3.15 p.m. 
(10 lessons per week)
Each lesson is 45 minutes
Number of students per class: 2-5
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Host Family Accommodation

part from the quality of education, accommodation seems to be one of the 
main factors that determine students’ comfort and happiness in a foreign coun-

try. Endeavoring to meet the diversity of students’ requirements and needs, we 
offer a wide range of accommodation types– homestays, hostels/guest houses, 
hotels, and rented flats - we can find something to suit everyone. 
We take great care in choosing and monitoring the accommodations we provide. 
Lodgings are available to students from the Sunday before the beginning of the 
course until the Saturday after the course. 

Staying with a host family is a superb chance to maximize opportunities for language 
practice and gain a better understanding of Russian culture.

Our homestays are visited by our accommodation staff and monitored by students' 
regular feedback. We have been working with most of the families since the Institute 
was founded. They have been chosen for their friendliness and the warm welcome 
they give to students.

Homestays are located in the city's historical districts and can be from a 20-minute 
walk to a 30-minute ride to the Institute. All the homestays are conveniently located 
close to different modes of public transportation.

Students can select a single or if booking with a friend, a shared room. Rooms are 
furnished with a bed (or a sofa-bed), a desk, and a wardrobe or a set of drawers. 
Bathroom facilities are in most cases shared with the family. Light laundry, towels and 
bed linen are provided once a week. There might be other students living with the 
same host family either from the Institute or from other language schools (especially 
during the high season). However, we try not to place another student speaking the 
same language unless requested. 

As the homestay accommodation is primarily chosen to improve Russian language 
skills through constant communication, we ask our hosts not to speak any other 
language apart from Russian. However, if requested, we can place the student 
within a family with speakers of English, German, French or other languages.

Students can choose a homestay with half-board or breakfast only. Usually a conti-
nental breakfast is served – cereal, toast, yogurt or fruit, tea or coffee. Dinner 
usually consists of soup or a main dish of fish or meat. Living in a family differs from 
living in a hotel and eating in restaurants. Students are usually offered the same food 
as the hosts eat every day. Though families are usually eager to meet your dietary 
requirements in case you are a vegetarian or allergic to some food – just state your 
preferences in the enrollment form and talk to your hosts when you arrive. Please 
pay attention that it can be rather difficult to find some special dietary foods in 
Saint-Petersburg, so in case if you need some special products (gluten-free, 
lactose-free etc.), you should buy them yourself or bring them with you. 

Students staying with a host family will be given the keys to the flat, but they are 
usually not supposed to invite guests over and are asked to be back by midnight in 
order not to disturb the family.

For students who want to be more independent or who have very specific require-
ments, we can offer other types of accommodation, also available all year round.

ACCOMODATION 
     

‘The accommodations
offered are central and
comfortable and not too
expensive’
Gaia Manko, Italy



15

NOTE:

Guest House

We offer accommodation in self-catering guest houses for our students. This 
type of accommodation is similar to a mini-hotel with 5-10 guest rooms and 
is usually shared with international and Russian tourists.
The main guest house that is just in 7 minute walking distance from the school 
was recently renovated and is fully equipped. There are single and double 
rooms. Each room has a bathroom, a small kitchen, TV. Washing machine 
and iron set is available in common areas. Bed linen and towels are provided.

Hotel Derzhavin

Located right on the premises of the Institute, this small and cozy hotel 
welcomes the guests of Derzhavin Museum and the students of the Institute 
exclusively. Thus, you can enjoy peace and privacy in a secure, comfortable 
environment. 
The hotel is newly built and fully equipped. There are about 50 rooms (both 
single and double), each with a private bathroom. There is also a fridge, a 
tea pot, and TV in each room. Fresh bed linen and towels are provided once 
every 10 days. The laundry and ironing facilities are on every floor. Breakfast 
is not provided.   

Hotels 
Hotel accommodation can be arranged in nearby hotels subject to price 
range and availability. Some hotels offer a discount if you book the room 
through the Institute. For more information about hotels, prices and 
discounts please see www.derzhavin.com. 

Shared �at

Located close to the Institute, the shared flat is the ideal choice for those 
who want to live independently, for a rather cheap price and close to the 
Institute. There is no host living in the flat.
The flats were recently renovated and are fully equipped. There are single 
and double rooms, a shared bathroom, a kitchen and a common room. The 
flats contain a microwave, laundry facilities, TV, and a telephone for local 
calls (international calls are possible with a phone card). Bed linen is 
supplied, but the students are responsible for doing their own laundry. 
Students must provide their own towels. 

Rented Flat

Derzhavin Institute cooperates with real estate agencies which can offer a 
wide range of flats or studios for rent. They are located in the historic center 
of the city, not far from the Institute. Students can choose a flat of required 
size and standard. Students will be responsible for their own meals. Please 
contact the office for more information and the list of agencies.

SELF-CATERING 
    ACCOMMODATION

•    Early booking is essential for the self-catering accommodations, especially during high season (June-August)
•    During the high season (May – September) accommodations of all types are only available for students who book at least 15 individual   
     lessons or General Group Courses (20/30 lessons per week).
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Activity Fee

Monday Orientation Tour free
Tuesday St. Isaac’s Cathedral 10 Euros
Wednesday Russian Song Lesson free
Thursday Excursion to the Hermitage 10 Euros
Friday Myths and Legends of St Petersburg 

(walking tour)
10 Euros

Saturday Excursion to Tsarskoe Selo
 (Catherine’s Palace)

30 Euros

-

-

ur weekly social programme has something for students of all ages. 

On the first day of classes, students receive an informational folder 

including a list of social activities for the coming week with dates and 

prices, if any. These activities include visits to museums, tours in and 

around St. Petersburg, parties, and excursions to the theatre. The social 

programme will help you get to know your fellow students and members 

of the staff. Also, by taking students out of the classroom, these activi-

ties enable our students to practice Russian in social settings and real-life 

situations. Students also gain an in-depth understanding of Russian 

language through our regular cultural activities, including Russian Song 

lessons, Russian Folk Art lessons, and Russian Film Screenings, all of 

which are offered free of charge.

The school recreation hall is the place to relax between classes and chat 

in Russian over tea or coffee in a friendly environment with the school 

staff and students from all over the world.

There is always something exciting happening in St. Petersburg, and we 

try to keep our students informed of all the events in the city so that 

they can enjoy them.

“Being here is a great way 
to get to know St.Petersburg. 
I love this city! I love this 
Institute, and I’m sure to 
come back here again.”
           Katarzina Zalevska,
                                Poland

SOCIAL
ACTIVITIES
     

Sample programme
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RUSSIA
ussia is without a doubt one of the most mysterious, enigmatic and attrac-
tive countries in the world.

Perhaps this is due to Russia's rich and paradoxical history - with bloody revolu-
tions that evolved into cultural flowering and filled with fascinating and eminent 
state leaders from Peter I through Lenin and Stalin and up to Vladimir Putin. 

Or perhaps this is due to Russia's vast territory — at 17,075,400 square kilome-
ters, Russia is the largest country in the world, covering more than an eighth of 
the Earth’s surface, spanning 11 time zones and including a great range of 
environments and landscapes, from deserts to semiarid steppes to dense 
forests and Arctic tundra. With 142 million people, it is the ninth most popu-
lated country in the world.
 
The nation boasts a long tradition of excellence in every aspect of the arts and 
sciences. Russia has been home to such giants of world culture as Alexander 
Pushkin, Leo Tolstoy, Pyotr Tchaikovsky, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Dmitry Shosta-
kovich, among many others. 

Whatever the reasons may be, the fact remains that Russia welcomes about 22 
million tourists a year and is able to satisfy the requirements of the most experi-
enced and sophisticated tourist. However, if you expect to see citizens wearing 
fur hats all year round and playing the balalaika or wild bears walking along the 
city streets, you might be disappointed. As noted in one of the popular adver-
tisements here, “Russia – no bears, just beauties.” Even if you still cannot 
answer the question “Who is Mr. Putin?” we hope you will be captivated by 
Russia and all its attractions.

"Derzhavin Institute is so
comfortable, and the
teachers and staff are very
kind and always helpful.
Everything was great."
              Kota Sakumo, Japan



ounded by Tsar Peter I of Russia in 1703, St. Petersburg was the capital of 
the Russian Empire for more than two hundred years.

Nowadays, it is Russia's second largest city and Europe's fourth largest city 
after Moscow, London and Paris. The city is home to 4.6 million inhabitants. 
Russia's political and cultural center, the city is sometimes referred to in Russia 
as the northern capital, the most Western city and the cultural capital of 
Russia.
Unlike in Moscow, in St. Petersburg the historic architecture of the city center, 
mostly consisting of Baroque and Neoclassical buildings of the 18th and 19th 
centuries, has been largely preserved. Since 1991, the Historic Centre of St. 
Petersburg and Related Groups of Monuments in St. Petersburg and Leningrad 
Oblast has been listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site.
St. Petersburg is also home to more than two hundred museums, many of 
which are housed in historic buildings. The largest of these museums is the 
Hermitage, featuring interiors of the former imperial residence and a vast 
collection of art. The apartments of some famous Petersburg residents, includ-
ing Alexander Pushkin and Fyodor Dostoevsky, as well as some palace and 
park ensembles of the southern suburbs and notable architectural monuments 
such as St. Isaac's Cathedral, are also open as public museums. 
Among the city's more than fifty theaters is the world-famous Mariinsky 
Theater, home to the Mariinsky Ballet Company and Opera.
From the first day of its founding, St. Petersburg was envisioned as a tourist 
attraction and this vision has continued to be developed and realized up to the 
present day.

ST. PETERSBURG
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What visa type do I need in order to study at Derzhavin Institute?

  

  

We accept all visa types. If a student asks for visa support, we usually provide invitation letters for the 
following types of visas (for both visa types, we require a copy of the student's passport):

Tourist Visa: For those enrolling in a short-term programme (up to 4 weeks) Derzhavin Institute sends an 
invitation letter which enables students to apply to the Russian Consulate for a tourist visa. It is a single-entry 
visa and valid for up to 30 days. This visa type cannot be prolonged after you have entered the country. 
Thus, the exact dates of student’s arrival and departure must be indicated on the enrollment form. The 
invitation letter is processed within 2 to 3 working days, and a copy is sent to the Agent/Student by fax. 
Most consulates accept a faxed copy of the invitation, but sometimes they require the original. Contact your 
local Russian Consulate to find out their exact requirements. The invitation letter is issued by our partner 
travel company. As a result, on the Embassy or Consulate application form, please state that the purpose 
of your visit to Russia is tourism and sightseeing.

Student Visa: For those enrolling in a long-term programme (4 weeks +) the Institute can provide an invita-
tion letter which enables students to apply for a student visa. This type of visa is valid for one or two entries, 
valid for a maximum of 90 days. The invitation letter for the student visa is issued by the Federal Migration 
Department and is processed in 4 weeks. The original letter of invitation is mailed to the Agent/Student by 
post. The application deadline is 8 weeks. It is not possible to prolong the study visa in Russia. Students 
who want to take a course of more than 12 weeks, will have to leave Russia (either back to your country 
to another country that can issue the visa to Russia).

Simpli�ed study visa obtaining procedure
For the passport holders from Schengen countries the simplified visa obtaining procedure is possible. 
Derzhavin Institute as an educational establishment accredited by Russian Ministry of Education and regis-
tered in the Migration Department can issue study invitation letter for its students without applying to the 
Migration Department. Usually the e-mail copy of the invitation is enough, but we would recommend to 
contact the local Russian consulate to double check that. The invitation can be sent to the Agent/Student 
within a week upon receiving the enrollment form.  The procedure of getting the study visa in your local 
Embassy or Consulate will take approximately 10 days. The visas issued with this type of the simplified invita-
tion letters can’t be prolonged and are valid for maximum 90 days. The application deadline for such courses 
is 4 weeks.

What is ‘Visa Registration?’ Is it compulsory?
All foreigners should be registered within the first 7 working days after arrival. Foreigners are normally regis-
tered by the organization that provides the invitation letter. The registration fee is included in the non-
refundable registration fee. To register a student, the Institute requires the immigration card, which is filled 
out at passport control upon arriving in Russia, passport and Russian visa.  

Is the Institute closed for any holidays?
Derzhavin Institute is closed on the public holidays: see the price list.  Unlike other schools, we reduce the 
course fee in case the course falls on a day off or a public holiday.

What do I have to take with me to the Institute on the �rst day? 
On the first day of classes at Derzhavin Institute students are asked to arrive at 8:45 for their course intro-
duction and placement test, to bring their passport (with Russian visa), immigration card, one small photo (for 
the student card), and a great desire to start learning Russian.  

Local Time
Russia has 11 time zones, and St. Petersburg is in the same zone as Moscow: UTC/GMT +3. So, when it’s 12:00 
in St. Petersburg, it’s 04:00 in New York, 09:00 in London, 10:00 in Berlin and 20:00 in Sydney. 

USEFUL INFORMATION



118 Troitskij pr.,6
St. Petersburg 190005, Russia

Tel.: +7 812 578 53 98
www.derzhavin.com
info@derzhavin.com

CONTACTS:
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